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Divine Mercy: The Risen
Christ Who Never Ceases to Give

By Deacon Doug Wigton

This coming Sunday, April 12, 2026, the
Church celebrates Divine Mercy Sunday, a
feast that draws us deeply into the mystery
of what truly changed the world: the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Easter was
not simply a victory over death; it was the
opening of an inexhaustible flood of mercy.
From the pierced Heart of Christ flows a
love that does not diminish with time, a
mercy that continues to reach into every
age, including our own.
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The roots of this celebration stretch back through the life of the
Church, echoing in the early Christian communities of Rome and the
Holy Land, where the Octave of Easter was always marked by
profound reflection on forgiveness, reconciliation, and new life. The
modern emphasis given through St. Faustina only deepens what has
always been true: God’s mercy is not a side note in salvation history, it
is its very center.

The readings for this Sunday bring this truth vividly before us. In the
Gospel (John 20:19-31), we find the disciples gathered behind locked
doors, paralyzed by fear and grief. Everything they had hoped for
seemed lost. They had witnessed the horror of the Cross, and now
they sat in darkness, unable to imagine what could possibly come
next. Then, suddenly, Jesus stands among them. ............ “Peace be
with you.”

These are not merely comforting words. They are the first fruits of
Divine Mercy. The One whom they abandoned, the One who was
crucified, returns not with condemnation, but with peace. He shows
them His wounds, not as accusations, but as signs of love fulfilled.
Mercy is not the absence of justice; it is justice transformed by love.

And then comes the astonishing moment: “Receive the Holy Spirit.
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them.” Here, the Risen Christ
entrusts His mercy to the Church. Forgiveness is no longer distant or
abstract, it becomes sacramental, tangible, real. Yet even in this
moment of overwhelming grace, there is doubt.

Thomas, absent at the first appearance, cannot bring himself to
believe. His grief has hardened into skepticism. “Unless | see... unless
| touch... I will not believe.” How human that is. How familiar. And yet,
eight days later, Jesus comes again, this time for Thomas. There is no
rebuke, no rejection. Only invitation. “Put your finger here... do not be
unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas responds with one of the most
profound professions of faith in all Scripture: “My Lord and my God!”
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Divine Mercy meets even the greatest doubt. The Lord does not
abandon the skeptic; He pursues him. And in doing so, He speaks
directly to us: “Blessed are those who have not seen and have
believed.”

This is where we live. We have not seen Him with our physical eyes as
the apostles did. And yet, as the Second Reading (1 Peter 1:3-9) tells
us, “although you have not seen Him, you love Him... you rejoice with
an indescribable and glorious joy.” This is the miracle of faith, a gift
born not of proof alone, but of grace. The Resurrection has changed
everything. Mercy now fills the space where despair once ruled.

The early Christian community described in Acts (Acts 2:42-47) lived
this reality. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to
fellowship, to the breaking of the bread, and to prayer. They lived as
people transformed, because they were. Mercy had touched them,
and it overflowed into their lives.

And so it must be for us. For the mystery did not end 2,000 years ago.
The same Jesus who stood in that locked room... the same Jesus who
showed His wounds to Thomas... the same Jesus who conquered
death... continues to give Himself completely to us in the Most Holy
Eucharist.

Here, in the quiet of the Adoration Chapel, the mystery continues to
unfold. He is not distant. He is not silent. He is not absent. He is here!

The Eucharist is Divine Mercy made present. The Heart that was
pierced on Calvary is the same Heart that beats with love in every
tabernacle. The Body given on the Cross is the same Body given to us
in Holy Communion. His gift is total, unreserved, and ongoing.

And yet, like Thomas, we are invited to move beyond doubt, not
necessarily the doubt of denial, but the doubt of distraction, of
complacency, of forgetfulness. Do we truly believe He is here? Do we
recoghize the infinite love poured out for us?

There are many in our world today who struggle to believe. Some
doubt out of pain, others out of pride, still others because they have
never truly encountered Him. But Divine Mercy assures us of this:
God, in His providence, reaches every soul. Each person is given the
opportunity to see, not always with physical eyes, but with the eyes of
the heart.

The question is not whether God reveals Himself. The question is
whether we are willing to receive Him.

In this sacred season, and especially on this great feast, we are invited
to lay aside whatever prevents us from seeing clearly. Pride, fear,
distraction: these are the locked doors of our own hearts. And yet, just
as He did with the apostles, Jesus passes through them effortlessly.

He stands before us and says: “Peace be with you.” May we, like
Thomas, fall before Him in faith. May we, like the early Church, live
transformed lives. And may we, even without seeing, love Him,
rejoicing with a joy beyond words. '
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Prayer feeds our lives. Prayer is a gift. It is a gift because Christian Prayer is based on knowing the Lord Jesus,
and having the Holy Spirit stir and move through us in prayer. Please keep these intentions in your prayers.
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