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An Act of Hope - Trust in God

By Father Libby

| remember traveling to Turkey; while there, a Muslim feast
happened where they slaughter many animals. So much so
that | remember being able to smell the blood in the air. This
memory came to mind while | was in adoration one morning
recently, thinking about the sacrifice we make with our lives;
what does the ‘smell’ of the sacrifice of the will smell like?

| remember while in seminary, there was a sort of deadness,
for the lack of a better word, in the chapel. This sounds like not
a good thing, but before we jump to conclusions that it was
due to a lack of seminarians putting in the time to pray, it was
actually just the opposite. Do we sweat spiritually? Is there a
spiritual exertion that we can point toward that, like sweat, that
makes the adoration chapel stink? These are rather graphic
terms for such a delicate subject; | remember reading that St
Jose Maria Escriva would sweat during the sacrifice of the
Mass, not due to the fantastically high temperatures of his
native Spain but due to the effort he put into the sacrifice.

But that’s not what causes the spiritual stink or feeling of
deadness | am trying to describe. Or rather, it is not the
efficient cause-that is to say, the immediate cause. In other
words, it's not the effort that is causing the feeling of deadness
in the chapel, but the effect of the effort. And that | think,
makes sense.

What happens then in the chapel can cause an area to feel
like there is a deadness there? Natural despair. The thoughts
and worldly dreams of thousands of seminarians passing
through those doors, offered on the altar of sacrifice—
renouncement. And that's what we want to have happen in our
adoration chapel as well. Lots of natural despair. Not
supernatural despair! That would be a sin against hope. We
can always make an act of hope, trust in God, and we'd better
be doing that quite frequently, especially here in the Easter
season. But the collateral damage of doing so is that
something's gotta give. If we're going to hope in God alone,
there’s a lot of other stuff we have to stop, renounce, hoping
in: our natural abilities, desires, lusts and loves, wants,
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velleities, our hunger and thirst for
natural justice when not correctly
ordered.

Now there’s a big difference
between renouncing and
suppressing. Suppressing or
repressing our desires (remember,
desires are connected to the will, so
can get us in trouble if followed,
whereas simple wants (velleities),
no matter how crazy, are not sinful
as long as our wills don’t engage) is often necessary until we
can get a grip on them. That’s called continence. | want that
fifth piece of cake, in fact, | even desire it, thinking of how to
get it — IN THE TRASH it (must) go! Who am | kidding? | don’t
yet have the virtue to have it in the house. That’s fine. But
eventually | want to get to a point where | renounce the thing
(think of Gollum, with a loud sigh, retreating back into
Smeagol).

There’s a lot of sighing that goes on and must go on in the
chapel*; not just tight-lipped-ness, stiff-upper-lip-ness, and the
like, good and necessary as that is, until you renounce the
desire in the ultimate safe space of the chapel. That’s a
sacrifice. When the will is involved in the decision. Not just
mom and dad telling you that you have to, or you telling
yourself, ‘I'm not going to do it...but I'm also not giving up my
desire to do it, and the like.

So yes, there is a lot of death going on in the chapel, and you
can spiritually smell it in any holy place. It’s called sacrifice: a
renouncement usque ad mortem even unto death of the thing
we’re holding on to with our wills. And it's through and only
through such things that we become saints. And there are a lot
of good things that we sacrifice too-it's not all just bad desires.
The sheep that were slaughtered that | smelled that day are/
were good! In fact, that’s the point. The more good they are
that we renounce, the more precious the sacrifice!

*Chapel etiquette demands that we do these sighs, weepings, howlings,
snifflings internally so as not to cause an extra penance on our fellow chapel
adorers and draw attention to ourselves!

Pray for our new Holy Rosary Deacons

Rev. Mr. Jason Maday & Rev. Mr. Neil Witkowski

who were recently ordained to the diaconate in Gaylord this last month!
We are so fortunate to have them as part of our Holy Rosary Parish!

May God continue to bless their journey!
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HOLY ROSARY PRAYER CORNER

Prayer feeds our lives. Prayer is a gift. It is a gift because Christian Prayer is based on knowing the Lord Jesus,
and having the Holy Spirit stir and move through us in prayer. Please keep these intentions in your prayers.

Pray for those that are not able
to attend Mass with us

Jill Anderson - Home * Ted Bodus - Woodside Assisted Living
John King - Home * Loraine Kulanda - Home
Kelly Priest - Lansing Area Asst. Living * Ruthie Popa - Orchard Creek.
Eunice Novak - French Manor * Joyce Novak - Maple Valley

Please call the office to correct & update this list.

F

Pray for the Recent Holy Rosary
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES .

N

Teresa Steck
Joseph Witkowski

Grace Joubran
Mackenzie Schaub

Bernadette Altman
Luke Harper

We wish our graduates all the best as they enter this
new chapter of their lives. May God Bless them in many ways!

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY &

e Timothy Fisher — US Army

® Peter Freundl — US Coast Guard
e Daniel Guilday — US Navy

e Joshua Harris — US Coast Guard

e Bridget Kohler — National Guard

LAW ENFORCEMENT
& THEIR FAMILIES

e Jesse Kohler —MT National Guard
e Jacob Kunde — US Air Force

e Ken Artz — US Air Force
e |saiah Belanger — US Navy
e Charles Berninger — US Coast

e Nicholas Bryan — US Army
e John Bunek — US Navy

e Curtis Bunek — US Navy

o Keith Castle — US Marines
e Matthew Culver — US Navy

e Austin McQueer — US Marines

e Collin Platts — US Army Nurse Corp
e Ryan Tondreau — US Army

Guard e Andrew Turner — US Coast Guard

e Leif Vanderwerf — US Marines

e Capt. Daniel Weber, DO — US Army
e Sam Wigton — Law Enforcement

e Tim Wigton — Ml National Guard

e Andrew Zeits — US Army

Most of us will never know the sacrifices that our military servicemen and women
make to serve and protect us all. But what is often overlooked is the tremendous

sacrifice made by their families. Starting with the spouses, the sons & daughters -
and all the way down to the parents & extended family of those that serve as well.
Please keep them all in your prayers.

Prayer for The Vocations in Our Diocese

Religious Life:
Sister Philomena Marie of Christ
Crucified (Gianna Belanger)

Seminarians:
Jake Belanger
John Mawby
Mark Steck
David Witkowski

Margaret Foster
Christopher Witkowski

O Lord Jesus Christ, lead our Seminarians & Diaconates in Your unerring foot-
steps; so that they may serve as models of purity, possessors of wisdom and
heroes of sacrifice. Teach them generosity and service; but above all, teach
them to know You and to love You. ~Amen
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Dcn. Rene Hoenshied - Serious Issues and Fall Implications
Nancy Hewitt - Knee Surgery Rehab * Luke Younger - Heart Surgery Recovery
Harper LaCroix - Gastric Issues * Mary Beth & Steve - Healthy Pregnancy
Kiebel & LaVanture Families - Recent Loss of Younger Loved Ones
Margaret - 54 with Cancer * Helen - Serious Health Issues
Miranda - Health Issues * Brittany C. - Seizure

Therese Rosinski - Acute Myeloid Leukemia in addition to her other cancer

~ ~ ~ CONTINUED PRAYERS NEEDED FROM PREVIOUS MONTH ~ ~ ~
Christian - Continued Recovery * Sabastian - Serious Injuries Recovery
Loren Wilson - Back Surgery Recovery * Jason - Addiction
Rosemary Hejka - Specialized Care * Eunice Novak
M & R - Serious Family Issues * Kathy Darga
Donakowski Family - Judith & Monica Health Issues

For the Recently Deceased & Their Families
Leah LaVanture * Amanda Kiebel * John Crain
Majean Sparks * Dave Middaugh * Betty Flaska

I I

Cancer Patients:
Ben * Kristen Bauer * Claire - Breast Cancer
Brecklyn Couturier - age 5-Leukemia * Karol Czyka * Ted Fleis - Pancreatic
Kelly Winowiecki Florip * Peter Freundl * Martin Gallagher * Jan
Joe Garvin * Jaclyn Herman-BC * Kip Hewitt * Steve Johnson
Tim Keilty *
Merleen Mattis * Christopher McGlynn * Heidi Sedlacek Musser

Marilyn Lane * Margaret Ockert Lewis * Cynthia Leiby

Stephanie Klumpp Maeder * Jan Novak * Steve Packer
Francis Rosinski * Therese Rosinski * Tom Savage * Gordon Solomon
Craig Stallman * Herbie S. * Tina VanderWulp * Bill B. * Christi
Danielle - Breast Cancer * DanS. * Julia * Gabby - Melanoma * Kelly
Kathleen * Lori * Marissa * Patricia-Lung * Randy * Steve

+ ooy —
* Ongoing Prayer Intentions *

* Chris Berkey -ALS *

* Mike Buell (GTACS) - Ongoing Health Challenges *

* Brittany C. - Brain Aneurysm Complications / Stroke Recovery *
* Delores (Ditto) Couturier - Stroke Recovery *
* Toddler Henry Gauthier - Cont. Progress in Mobility & Normal Development *

* Lucas P. - teen - serious food allergies and EOE *

* Conor Rigan - age 7 - Received another clear brain scan - 18 mo Cancer Free! *
* Hailie Tondreau - Hypermobile Syndrome, POTS, Autonomic Dsyfunction *
* Randy W. (Buckley) - Parkinson's *

* Rich Zywicki - Continued Healing - Serious Head Injuries *

PRAYER CHAIN REQUESTS
Call Rita Wilson 231-499-3214 * Judy LaCross 231-883-1212

CHU CH * Holy Rosary Parish Office - 228-5429 * Email: mail@holyrosarycedar.




